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The material for the l.ife story of Hans Peter Larsen and Laurine Petri.ne
and their faml}y was obtained from memorles of events §pld to me by ny father
Robert,my aunt Augusta and my grandnother Laurine,sul4rorted by old documents
presently in my lrcssesslon.Slnce their chlldren always addressed thera and re-
ferred to them as Mana and Papa those ncutres will be used here throughout.

Hans Peter was the son of indsidder'Jacob Larsen and Bodil Johansdatter,
born Octobec 27,1868 in Sprove,on the island of Mdn,Denmartr.The danish word
'indsldderirefers to a person who rents a house from an estate owner and rho
usually works full-or part time on ttre estate,which in thls case was Marienborig.

There were 9 chlldren in the famlly:Frederlk,Annette,Kristlan,Hans Peter,
Marie,Thea,Marius,Ado1ph and Earald.Annette emigrated to §outh Dakota i.n 1882-
83.Some time later Thea also went to South Dalrota,but later returned to MØn.
Sixteen years old Hans Peter took off for Brazll;and in due time Adolph and
Harald found thelr way to USA.Frederi.k,Krlstian,Marie and Marlus stayed in
Dennark.Frederik learned the palnters trade,and llans Peter and Adolph both
apprenticed as blaclrsmiths-

Hans Peter travelled from Hanborg Germanl'wlth stearnship to Brazil in
1884 and settled in Campinas,a ci.ty in the State of St.Paulo.Except for the
poclret-size diary from tris trip ower I have seen no other records of his early
l1fe there-It i not untll Laurture (Mapra) enters l-nto the plcture that we agaln
hear about hlm.

Laurlne Petrine wab born November 3,18?l in Fuglslev,DJursland,Denmark toliadsidder"Jens Peter Lassen and Ane Cathri.ne Larsen (called Trine).Sbe trad 3
brothers:Marcus,Johannes and Laurits-Sometioe around year 1888 the gnrents
emigrated to Campinas,Brazil with the 3 boys,leavlng Laurine behind until they
could afford her ticlret.Sometrow the fåmlly got acqualnted wlth Hans Peter.Wtrea
they told him about the daughter they left behind,he loaned them money for the
ticket.It ls said,that he also told theo that I-f he ll}ed her and they got
married,the debt would be forgiven.

So 1t came to be that t'{arna fs317s11ed alone to Brazil some tLue after her
parents and brothers trad left.It was a long tri.p for a yormg girl who had
uever been anlmhere.Eer school teacher Tovrbro once told her thaf she need not
learn any arithmeti.c,since she probably would never get more money than she
could easily count.Besides,she could also forget about greography because she
would nost likely never go anywhere.Years later when she happened to notice -

his tonbstone 1n åalsØ cemetary hls predlctions came to nlnd.
Eer trtp was not wlthout menorable events.Arriving in Hanburg Geruany by

train,the Journey continued by steamshlp to Rlo,Bazil,and with train to Campi-
nas.Before enteringrshe was l.ed through custons.There was a long wait wlth
many PeoPle ln llne ahead of ]rer,and before she lrnew lt she had to go prettl.
badly.Finally a custons lady waved her l.n and directed her to a suall roon.
Thlnklng that the lady had notlced her predicament and was showlng her a toi-
let she started to relax,but discovered to her surpri.se that the room was used.
for body search.By now unable to hold lrer water she let go until,thoroughly
embarrassed,she was standlng ln a great big puddle.
- The journey took several weeks-A wee* out to sea it started to storu wlth

strong wlnds and huge waves-A lot of people got seasick,but Mana was OK.Marry
of the 3rd class Passengers brought food along for the trlp.One day a wonan
sittLng next to Mama lras eatlng fron a boiled hen when she suddenly beca'ne
seaslck and vonlted all over }rerself,lncludlng the hen.

t{hen Mana joined her parents and brothers in Campinas they lived i-n a
barracks as did nany other famllies sho were not welJ. off.tlany orange trees
wlth very sweet oranges ringed the house.Durl-ng her flrst days there Mama Justcouldnrtget enough of that wonderful fruit and ended up with stonachache and
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diarrhea.In her own words,rf ate orcrnges
all night long".

during the day,and defecated oranges
rf

There is no record of when Mama left Denmark and when she arrived in
Brazil.l{e know however,that Papa married Mana in January 1891.He was 23,and
she was 2O years of age.

The first two years of their marriage they rented a barracks.Although
Papa hated to shoe horses he did it to earn money.Many of the horses came
straight from the Pampas,a treeless grassland.,and were wild and i.mpossible to
handle.He would then close the door to the street,hoist the horse up in the
air from a beam and beat the horse until it could no longer resist.Many ti.mes
it could not even stand up,but had to be shoed Lying down.One ewen died-Mama
felt terrlbly sorry for the poor ErninaJ.s and wept nany tines.Reproaching him
for being so inhumane she got a tongue lashing i.n return.She said later that
she often wished that police rlrould have corne and arrested hin.

After renting two years Patrn had earned enough money to buy the house and
blacksurith shop which were to become their future hone.The buslness soon pros-
pered and came to include a plow factory nFabrica de Arados'with several em-
ployees,and the fanity became rather well to do.

There were 6 children in all:Roberto Victor(1891);Anna Dorothea(1894)
Augrrsta Joanna(1896);Eleonora Ananda(1898)iPedro Eduardo(19OO)iand Dorothea
Bernadina(19O4)-Mama said once that it wasn't always easy for her to think of
Dames,but since Augusta came iå August slre was naned after that month,and since
'Tulle'iEleonorarwas born on a Monday she called her Ananda,which means "on
Monday",ln danish dialect'a'Manda"-

Wtren of school age the children were sent to a nearby gestran }utheran
priwate school.It was Papas opinion,that the germ.rn culture and beliefs came
closer to the danish way of life than that in the portuguese catholic schools.
As a result the chl-Idren grehr up in a 3-Iangruage environment speaklng danish
at home,german in school,and portusfuese in school and in the street.During her
stay in Brazil l{a&a became proficient Ln germ€ur and portuguese as well.

Behind the house was a large beautiful garden ful1 of tropical plants and
flowers which included baiana trees,orange trees,roses,orchi.ds etc.and nany
colorful birds.Besides fruit the dayly diet of staples consisted mostly of
rice,beans and manioc(si-nilar to yams).fn contrast to Rio de Janeirorwhere it
was hot and humidlthe weather i Campinas was reasonable pleasent,but contj-nu-
ally hot wlth regular downpours.on occation when a rainstorm was particularly
strong the earth covering the graves in a nearby negro cemetary on a hill
above thelr street would be washed away and parts of skeletons would come
floating down the open street gutters.

The fanily associated mostly with scandlnavians and germerns;and the
Isgren family has often been mentioned.Mana never cared. much for the
engli-sh,but felt that particularly the germans were soclable and frLendly and
managed to make out well economically.Most of the danes she knew drank too
much,and were troublesome to others.During visits she often learned aboutlocal superstitions.A Pregnant wom€rn should neve,r look at a snake.She told of
a LottrEtrl whose baby had scales all over lts body because she trar been fri.ghten-
ed by a snake.

During Mamas first tlro years in Brazll there lras a yellow fever epldemic.
To be helpful Mama went to a house to assist with a birth,but as Lt turned out
the woman had yellow fever.Hhen born,the chil.d was completely dark brown fron
all the quinine she had been drinking.It died four hours later,but the i'roman
gtot wel}.They said that ltomen had an easler time wlth the sickness durlng
Pre(InEincy or menstruation.When men got yeIlow fever,they couldn't urinate un-
Iess they drank parsley lrater,
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Sometime later Marna trerself became very ill with yellow fever,and had to
stay ln bed.She threw blood up continually and could see it running right down
a rattrole in the wooden fl.oor by the side of her bed.$ne day her father cane
to visit.I{hen he saw }rer tre said to Papa,'We1l,now we can see rrhich way it is
going with her".But Papa got mad and threw him out of the house,As for herself
she didn't care whether she lived or dled.She was treated with quinlne,a yel-
1ow l.iquid that tasted awful,but while Patrn held her,a aan Poured lt into her
from a beer glass.She ewentually recovered.

When in the mood,Robert would t€II about all the strange and exotic things
1n Brazl}.Of the Plranhas 1n the river that coutd eat al1 flesh off an animal
o. tr-r=o#who entered the sater.Of the waterfalls ln the Parana river,deep in
the jungle,that roared so loud it could be heard fron niles away,and wtren a
mi.le away people couldn't hear each other talk.Of a large boa constrictor
whlch had swellowed a vrhole ca1f.And of a blind insect with a pointed dart in
front so trrcisonous it could kill people with its sting.One night when one had
entered the glrls bedroon they could hear its hunmlng sound-When Papa was
called he told them to cover up in bed tmtil he had tlIIed lt.

Robert has also tol.d us tbat one night when he was a Doy he woke up from
a sudden bright light that filled the bedroom Ilke daylight.When he looked up
he.saw the outllnes of a lady in a long whlte dress and a vall comlng through
the doorrvay tow.ards him.Frightened he quickly pulIed the bedcover over his
head and waited.Ile ttren heard footsteps i.D a dragging notion golng slowly past
his bed and stopplng by a nearby wall.Then silence.A bit later he lifted the
cover to take a peek and saw the lady standing in front of the dresser mirror.
In the bright light lre coul.d see her,not only from behind,but belng transpar-
ent he could also see the front of her-Sbe $ras young.lle again pulled the cover
over tri.s head and walted what to hi.m seeured a very long time.He then again
heard her dragging footsteps conlng past hls bedrand when thegvanished through
the doorway the brlght light suddenly dlsag4nared and the room was agaln in
total darkness.åfter waitlng a whiJ-e he ran 1-nto Mamas and Papas bedroon and
told them what had happened,afrald to go back to his bed.But they told him
that he had Just had a bad dream,that he should thint nothtng of it and go
back to bedrwhich be did.However,he tnew better,he had been wlde awake,and all
his llfe he never forgot this strange vision.

Robert described the school and teachers as being very good.He enjoyed
school ,particularly art and..grymnastlcs 1t seems,and he saved nost of his art
work and counendations frorn hls g1m teachers.lle was fond of vau]ting and
tunbllng,and partlcLpated with felJ.ow gynnasts in building human pyramlds du-
ring school exhibiti-on prograns.On one such occatlon the student on top nas
painted wlth gold paint all over hls body for a speclal event.Afterrards he
collapsed and dled shortly afterrbecause all the 1rcres of h1s sktn had been
conpletely sealed by the wrong lrind of palnt.

Besldes the regiular school strbjects which were taught tn gernan,the edu-
cation lncluded the reading and wrltlng of portugruese.The streets where they
walked. to and fro'n school were colorful wlth people,marry of them black,but
Robert dldn't thlnk highly of their norals.Occatlonallyrwhen he and other big
high school boys cane walking back from school they would be prolrosltloned by
young black glrls.

Papa was intelligent and clever with his hands,and hi.s biggest hobby was
taxiderny.Ile made hi-nseJ.f a substantlal collectlon of stuffed colorful blrds
from toucans and birds of paradlse to parrots and hunmingbtrds.Robert told
about a vlsit with friends where the lady was dolng some fancy intrlcate en-
broidary.She asked him whether he tbought he could do such work with hts coar-
se blacksmlth hands.Ile said no,but that he could stuff the tlnlest hummlng-
* in minules
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bird-He then added:"Can you do that?".
Pa;ra could be goodhearted and benewolent,but was also strict and short-

tempered-Augusta remeubers him nostly for hls better SXalities,the good times.
For Christmas he knew how to make them happy with wonderful gifts and a chrlst-
mas tree decorated with candles, nnisser"and danish flags.The tree was first
made from tall bant'oo,then later substituted with a gentran import,a sJreen-
painted spruce-Iike tree with branctres on hinges for easy storage.And he would
teach the kids the danish Christmas songfs.

It seems like the gifts were exspensive toys imported from Germany.As for
Robert they included a small-scale working steam engine,a hand-cranked mowie
projector with action pictures on a continuous strip of celloloid,and a stere-
oscopic viewer with n'merous pictures.

For Easter he and Mama would secretly paint colorful eggs,each with a
childs name on it;then make nests,also with names on them,to be hidden in the
garden-Easter morningrwhen the hunt beganrwas exitlng and festive.

In 1893 papa writes home to his brother Marius i"n MØn,Denmark,and tells
about his firstborn,Robert,then about 2 years o1d.In hls view Robert was a
tough little fellow who didn't cry if he feIl and got hurt a little,but that
it upset him-terribly if he wandered into the shop to play.fn the letter he
further explained ttre value of brazi-li.an money,saylng that if he was careful,
income and expenses in a month would equal that of his brother ra a year.He
also promlsed to mail him a stuffed hunmingbird.Another time he mailed a decor-
ated metal box lvith tea to his sister Annette ln South Dakota-This box was
later given to me by Martha,Annettes daughter.

Papa was compassionate and not afraid of helping other people in
need,includi.ng his countrytsen and negroes.In 1888 when emperor Don Pedro Jf
was tourlng Europe,his daughter Isabella saw to it that negro slaves were
actually emanci.pated.The government freedom act had been passed some years
earlier,but nothing had been done.Runaway slaves were usuatly
fitted with a hinged iron ring around the neck.From the ring extended a vertlc-
al bar with with a hook or a crossbar at the top end..To prevent removal of the
rlngrit was fastened with a rivet or a sunken bolt and nut lnside a short
piece of iron pipe.With their new freedom now a fact many negroes came into
his shop to have the neck irons removed.On such an occation an employee in the
shop had held the ring down on the anvil to cut the rivet with a steel chisel,
but the chi-sel slipped and cut a deep gash 1n the nans neck.Wtren Papa saw this
he felt sorrY for the poor fello1y and using a steel file he carefully remowed
the head of the rlvet so it could drop out and the ring cone off.

Circus was very popular in those days,and when a travelling circus came
to town Papa would bri.ng the whole family to see it.The older chitdren
remembered it vi-vidly,and particularly Robert kept his fascination and enthu-
siasm for circus perforuances all hi.s life.

As mentioned earlier Mama had three brothers,Johannes,Laurits and Marcus
Johannes made a living making fancy walking canes and unbrellas.He died some
ti-ne during the First World War,1914-18,and never married.Laurits,called Lau,
hlas a blacksmith and had apprenticed in Papas shop.He narri.ed a very beautiful
i-ndian girl,and they had two boys.Marcus had a very cotorful background-

Augrusta sememtrslsd Marcus as a good uncre,always in a happy mood.But
Robert has told me tlrat tre also could be quarrelsome and was prone to getting
into fi.ghts.He apparently never learned a trade,but was i.nvolved in a number
of unusual endeavers.Physlcally he was very strong and had among other things
performed as strong man and weight lifter with travelli-ng circuses.He married
a spani.sh girl,Maria,They had one child,a girl.Marias parents owned a factory
in St.Paulo wheæ,they made shi.pping bags,for the coffee industry.
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Marcus died sometime between 1908-09,and had a very vj.olent death.But as to
the actual cause there is some disagreement.Augusta told that he was shot in
the stomach by some bandits.Roberts version of the incid.ent i-s more detailed
and dramatlc-Marcus had apparently gotten lntoosevere fi.ght and a couple of
police nilitia soldiers had been sent to his house to arrest him.He chose to
resist and bamicaded himself behind a locked door an$ wouldn't open up.When
the soldiers then busted the door open he uras standin§ in the door-nay with a
large axe rready to strlke.At that moment one of the soldiers rushed at him
with a drawn saber and hit him with such a force that his head was split d.own
the niddle.

Augusta remenbered Maqas parents,Jens Peter and Trine,as wonderful people.
They died around 1904-06-Shortly after grandmother Trine died thei-r grandfather
came to their house sick from a heat stroke.When Dr.Toffoli was called and
cane to treat hin he prescribed leaches to suck blood from hls bald head.
Augusta remembers going along to the pharmacy to pick them up.The dog Freja,
which he had brought along,had been tied to an orang'e tree in the garden,

It is obvious from these stories that Papa very much was the dominant
figure in the family.He could be kind,charming,helpful and benevolent,but he
was also strict and short-tempered.During his last years hei bec.me graduaLly
more d.lfficult to get along with,was hard on his employees ln the shop,grew
suspicious of everybody,even his own f.mily,and jealous of Mama-

Once,when he had beaten Robert rather severely Mama decided it was best
to leave him for a whi.le.tiith Robert she boarded a train for St Paulo and they
stayed with her brottrer Marcus and Maria.Some time later after thelr depart-
ure Papa felt bad about the trouble he had caused and wanted them back.To make
thlngs good again he sent the glrls out ln the garden to plck all the roses,
which he then packed up and mailed to Mama.It was shortly thereafter that they
returned to Canpinas.

There has always been some speculatj.on about Papas mental conditionr
whether it was caused by the constant heat,the stress of runnlng the buslness,
or whether it was the result of an inherlted condition,or perhaps a combinati-
on or accumulation of factors.Robert told me that sometime in the 1ate lg8os
he had sought a Patent on a steam turbi.ne,only to find that it had been patent.
ed a year or two earlier,a disappointment that he never forgot.

on the l0th of November 1908 he took hi.s own life with a revolver,shoot-
lng a bullet into his temple.Deadly wounded he remalned unconclous untll thenext day with fluid oozing from his brain until he died.Good old Dr.Toffo1i
was again called,but could do nothing.The death certifLcate states his tlne of
death as Nov 11,1908 and the cause as "cerebral hemorrhageo.The old fanily
frlend Mr.rsgren ls shown as one of the witnesses on the doc,ment.

Papa left no stateuentrso the exact reason for hls decion wilr
known.rt was the fami-ly's opinion that he himself was aware of hls
and afraid of its consequences,Knowing that his brother Kristian in
mark developed mental probrems as a young man,he night have wanted
sure that he didnrt end up in a mental institution in Brazlr.

never be
conditlon

Mpn Den-
to make

Thls was a traglc event for the whole fanily,sonething they never Llked
to talk about-It is mostly through my conversations wi-th Mana that some of
these detalls have been told.Ma'na r{ras now suddenly alone in Brazil wLth sLx
children:Robert l7,Annals,Augusta 12,?u11e lO,Pedro 8 and Thea 4.l{hat to do?
She had problams with staylng,as she considered Brazil a violent country-Both
of her trnrents were now dead,and shortly after Papas death her brother Marcus
had been kj-lled-In the end she decided to bring the fanlly back to Dennark,at
least for awhile,to see if they li*ed it there.So after having obtained a wri?
ten contracttthe adnini.stration of the business was turned over to an attorney
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who rras to look after her affairs during their abscense.They departed in 1910.
What each one decided to pack and brlng along f don't exactly know,but

it included fanily pictures,knick-knacks and other keepsakes.Robert brought
along a nurber of thtngs which included hls fancy Chrlstnas gifts,his sctrool
drawings,the g1m teachers conmendations,two slave neck rings and a set of hand
cuffs,Papas diarles,a sllver plated duel revolver ln a lined box,a green stem
glass rith a picture of eoperor Don I1 and his family,and a large trunk fill.ed
with stuffed tropical blrds fron Papas collectlon.All the things arrived in-
tact,except for the trunl whlch had been plundered aboard ship leavtng only a
few torn-off heads from small blrds. c

their first point of arrival in Dennark was at Papas home in pnrnme on the
lsland of M/nWherthey alet Papas dad,uncles,aunts and cousins for the first
time.Alfred reneolrered their vislt.After a weeks stay they Boved on to the
Fuglslev area in DJurslandlMamas childhood surroundings.The younger children
were sent to school,the older ones found Jobs.Robert apprenticed as a black-
smlth at Mr-Loftagers shop ln llolme.But for Uana 1t turned out to be a diffe-
rent life style.Wlth the money eventually used up,she had to make a living
doi-ng laundry worl on the surroundlng farns.That was the tlme that she decided
to go back to Brazil and sell the business.But l{orId l{ar I had just then star-
ted,and lt was not untl.l the end of the war I 1918 that travel was agaia pos-
sible-

The famlly had by now stayed 1n Denmark 8 years and dld not want to go
back to Brazil.åIl had gotten Jobs,Robert and Peter(Pedro) had learned the
blacksntth trade and sone xr6re engaged to be narrled.So Marna now trave1led
back to CamPlnas to seII the business and settle affairs,and to see her two
remalnlng brothers agaln.But when she arrlved Johannes had already passed away.
She had no better luck when she showed up l.n the attorueys offlce to sell the
house and strop.He simply told her that it no longer belonged to her.When she
argued her case he toot a revolver up from hls desk drawer and placed it Ln
front of her,telling her that here was lroney for her trip back to Denmarlrrand
that he would give her 48 hours to get out of town.After flnal farewells to
Laurlts and fanlly and o1d frlends she went back to the house,scooped a couple
handfulsof red dlrt into a small paper bag,and left.On her return she gave the
bag to Robert to be put into trer coffin wlth her sone day.That was done.

By now }lama had tlred of doing laundry for other people and took enploy-
ment as a llve-ln housekeeper for a well-to-do fisherman,slgrard M@ller,who
llved by the oce€m near Skorzgaarde.§he li.ved there for sone 2O years and bore
hLm a sonrAlbert.Ser only wLslr was to sone day to }l.ve her last days ln her
parents old home ln Puglslev.l{tren the house cålne up for sale slgvart Mdl1er
bought lt and rented lt out untll Mama declded to retlre and move Ln,some tlme
in the late 193Os.

Manas llfe had not always been easy.fn later years she suffered from
chronic ulcers that caused her relentless stonach aches.often she had to ].ie
down on the bed for hours on what she called her''Plnebaenk,,her torture bench.
slnce nost foods caused her trouble she drank rots of coffee,so she was not
much nore than stln and bone.But the coffee was always ready when 1 came to
visit.She should also hanre the sorrow of losing three of her children withln a
flve year period,Dorthea(mercury)Tu11e(cancer)and Albert(acute appendlclt,.s).
Dortheas coffin was sent from Aarhus to Fuglslevlwhere lt was kept I l.tanas
house until the tlme of burlal.A wlndow was teoporarily removed for access.
She loved visitors,and when you canershe would alwaars ltven up.She was the
worlds best storrteller.Eer last days rirere spent in a nursing home in Tlrstrup,
arrd she passed away at the age of g3,February 2,tg5i.

The End--


